


 Pastor’s Perusings— Creed Continued 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH      WELLSBURG, WV 

 As we continue our journey through the Creed, we 

encounter the second paragraph of the Creed which 

begins with: “I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before 

all ages”.  

 The concept of lordship is difficult for us to grasp 

in 21st century America. At the time of Jesus Christ, 

lordship signified absolute, undisputed ownership 

and the person called a lord was an absolute, undis-

puted master or ruler. It was a title used for very pow-

erful people like kings and other rulers. Throughout 

the Gospels, we can see how the people who interact-

ed with our Lord, but did not yet believe, addressed 

Him with titles of honor such as Rabbi or Teacher. 

The titles Lord and Master were used by His disciples 

and Apostles since they were the ones who truly be-

lieved that He was the Son of God. To highlight this 

distinction, the Greek text of Mark 14:45 is clear that 

when Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss, Judas calls Him 

“Rabbi” and not “Lord” to show the lack of faith that 

Judas has in Jesus despite all of the miracles that Ju-

das saw with his own eyes. By calling Jesus our Lord, 

we are saying that He is the undisputed and absolute 

master and ruler over our lives and He is the one who 

is worthy of worship.  

 The name of Jesus means “God saves” and it is sig-

nificant that our Lord was given a human name at His 

birth because it shows us that He is fully God and ful-

ly man and, in His name, we understand the mission 

He was sent to accomplish. Christ, however, is not the 

surname of our Lord, but a title. Christ means 

“anointed one” and priests, prophets, and kings were 

anointed with oil as a sign that they were chosen by 

God for some purpose.  

 Next is the phrase “the Only Begotten Son of 

God”. C.S. Lewis makes clear the distinction of be-

gotten as opposed to made when he wrote: “We don’t 

use the words begetting or begotten much in modern 

English, but everyone still knows what they mean. To 

beget is to become the father of: to create is to make. 

And the difference is this. When you beget, you beget 

something of the same kind as yourself. A man begets 

human babies, a beaver begets little beavers, and a 

bird begets eggs which turn into little birds. But when 

you make, you make something of a different kind 

from yourself. A bird makes a nest, a beaver builds a 

dam, a man makes a wireless set… Now that is the 

first thing to get clear. What God begets is God; just as 

what man begets is man. What God creates is not 

God, just as what man creates is not man.”     

 When we profess that Jesus is the Only Begotten 

Son of God, we are saying that He is the only and 

eternal Son of God, without beginning or end just like 

the Father and the Holy Spirit are eternal. It means 

that the Son, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, 

existed before He took upon Himself our human na-

ture. You and I and all the angels were created at 

some point, but the Son of God is eternal. 

 The phrase “born of the Father before all ages” is 

in the same vein of the use of the word “begotten”. 

The Son being born of the Father reveals the Son is 

divine and eternal. Jesus is fully God. He is not a crea-

tion of God (the heresy of Arianism) nor a mode of 

action of God (the heresy of Sabellianism). When we 

think of eternity, we often think of the future of eter-

nity like how we hope to spend eternity with God in 

heaven, but eternity also projects backwards! Jesus, 

the Son of God, has existed from before the beginning. 

The begetting of the Son or that He was born of the 

Father before all ages was not an event in time, but an 

eternal relationship. 

 Last for this column is “God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

consubstantial with the Father”. The inclusion of this 

part of the Creed was in response to the Arian heresy 

which said that the Son of God was a creation and 

thus not coeternal with God the Father. We will ex-

plore this phrase more in next week’s column. 

 I hope to see all of you at the Christmas Masses 

this week! I hope you all have a wonderful end to Ad-

vent and a Merry Christmas! 

-Fr. Golna       



 

 

Saturday: Sg 2:8-14, Zep 3:14-18a, Ps 33:2-3, 11
-12, 20-21, Lk 1:39-45    

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a, Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19., 
Heb 10:5-10, Lk 1:38, Lk 1:39-45  

Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24, Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 
and 14, Lk 1:57-66 

Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, 89:2-3, 4-5, 
27 and 29, Lk 1:67-79 

Wednesday: Is 62:1-5, Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29., 
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25, Mt 1:1-25 

Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59, Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 
and 8ab, 16bc and 17, Ps 118:26a, 27a, Mt 10:17-
22 

Friday: 1 Jn 1:1-4, Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12, Jn 
20:1a and 2-8 

Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2, Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8, 
Mt 2:13-18 

Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14, Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-
5., Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17, Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-
17, Lk 2:41-52  

DECEMBER 28, 4:00 PM 
Gre: Pam and Jeanette  

Ser: Avery and Liam  

Lec:  Wendi Mitchell 

 
DECEMBER 29,  8:00 AM 

Gre:  Anna and JeJe 

Ser: Theresa Kowcheck 

Lec: Maryanne Capp 

 

DECEMBER 29, 10:30 AM 

Gre: Susie Mullenbach 

Ser: Will and Stothard  

Lec: Gavin Scott 
 
 

 
 

Sat  4:00 pm People of the Parish                      

Sun  8:00 am Willian & Lucille Bayless + 

Sun 10:30 am  Mario, Greg, & Helen Lamone +  

Mon  8:30 am Dan Zimsen + 

Tue 4:00 pm Ron Ujcich + 

Tue 9:00 pm Jeff Ferda + 

Wed  10:30 am  People of the Parish 

Thur 8:30 am  Don Huff Sr & Don Huff Jr +  

Fri  5:30 pm Robert Stuckey Jr. +                                               

Sat  4:00 pm  Robert Stuckey Jr. +   

Sun 8:00 am  Benny & Richard Buoy + 

Sun 10:30 am  People of the Parish 

USHERS PLEASE COUNT 
 

 
THE READINGS for this weekend are in 
the Hymnal at  869 
 
The FOOD PANTRY will be open on 
Wednesdays from Noon to 3:00pm to assist 
Brooke County residents. A valid ID & 
proof of address required. If you would like 
to donate any non perishable items please 
leave them in the red bin located in the ves-
tibule.  
 
It is that time of year again when the 
FOOD PANTRY could use our help with 
their holiday assistance. Gift cards in $10 
increments are always appreciated. You can 
turn them into  the office or send them in 
the collection basket. 
 
 
 
 

December 15th,  2024              

Collection Attendance Amount 

Weekly Envelopes 152 $2946.00 

Elevator  $25.00 

Candles  $17.00 

Building and Maintenance  $779.00 

Retirement for the Religious  $40.00 

Christmas Flowers  $70.00 

Christmas  $45.00 

Centennial  $142.00 

Immaculate Conception  $174.00 

Mary Mother of God  $20.00 

Catholic Charites  $20.00 

Registered Parishioners/

Budget 249 $2,900  

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT        DECEMBER 22, 2024 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/songofsongs/2?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/33?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/micah/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/10?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?38
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/10?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/malachi/3?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/25?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?57
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/25?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2samuel/7?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/89?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?67
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/89?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/62?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/89?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/13?16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/6?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/31?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/118?26
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/10?17
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/31?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/10?17
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/1?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/124?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/128?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/128?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/128?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/128?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/128?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?41
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12


 
 

 

 
 
 

THE SANCTUARY  
CANDLE  

 
is burning in memory of  

Jeff Ferda 
(Cindy Ferda) 

From December 20, 2024 to 
January 02, 2025. 

      
    

 Prayer List 
 

Please Keep the Following People and 
Their Intentions in Your PRAYERS:    

Dr. Scott Benefield and Family, Paula 
Henderson,  Dominic Cipriani, Mary 

Rose and family, Diane Bayless, Hilda 
Tarquinio, Joe Bibbo,  Beverly 

Schwertfeger, Cheryl Bland,  Lisa 
Chiodo, Donna Sullivan, Sandy, Elea-
nor Rockey, Colleen Rushing, Eleanor 

Sacripanti, Jim and Sharon Pavlic, 
Josie Newton, Debbie, Rick Mercer, 

and Patty Waters.  

Sat:    

Sun:                                                                  

Mon:  James Sperlazza & Susan Reed                                                    

Tues:  Judith Aracich 

Wed:  Victoria Staffileno 

Thur:  James Lazear                        

Fri:   

Sat:   

Sun:  Brittany Staffileno                             

Please keep the parish office updated of 
anyone you have added to the PRAYER 

LIST every 30 days. 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH      WELLSBURG, WV 



A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE  
By Bud Ozar 

 
Question: What do you call a family which began with an 
unmarried pregnant teen and had a twelve year old son who 
ran away from home and was eventually executed as a crim-
inal? 
 
Answer: HOLY! Two lessons in today’s gospel: (1) No matter 
what is happening in your family, “The lord is with you.” (2) 
“Do not be afraid” for “nothing is impossible with GOD” 

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 

agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513.  In 

addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese 

of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 304-233-

0880 or 888-434-6237: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Father Dennis 

Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  Visit www.dwc.org 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT              DECEMBER 22, 2024 

DECEMBER 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 
9 A.M.  

Coffee & Catechesis 

4 
6:30 P.M. 

Altar & Rosary  
Meeting 

5 
6:30 P.M. 

Pastoral Council 
Meeting 

 

6 7 

8 9 
Solemnity of Immacu-

late Conception  
12 P.M. / 6 P.M. Mass 

10 
9 A.M.  

Coffee & Catechesis 

11 
11 A.M. 

Altar & Rosary Soup 
and Sandwich 

12 
 

13 14 
4 P.M. 100th Year 
Anniversary Mass 

and Gathering 

15 16 17 
9 A.M.  

Coffee & Catechesis 
6 p.m.  

Advent Penance Service 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 
 

29 
 

30 31 
 

 
 

   

Christmas Mass Schedule  
 

December 24 (Christmas Eve): 4:00 PM 

         9:00 PM 

 

December 25 (Christmas Day): 10:30 AM 



As many of you know we are going to be printing our bulletin in-house completely as of February 2025. 

This will have some added paper and ink costs, so we are looking to offset costs of our bulletin with Ad-

vertisers. We have several different size options and time frames to suit your advertising needs. If you 

own a business, please consider supporting your parish directly by advertising in our bulletin and let an-

yone you know who owns a business that we are accepting new advertisers to help support our beloved 

parish! 

We are also going to offer Memorials in the bulletin as well. The memorials will be $20 and will look simi-

lar to the photo below. These will run the entire month of your choosing and can say whatever you 

would like them to.  

If you or anyone you may know would be interested in advertising or our new Memorials but please call 

the office anytime!  

 

In loving memory of 
John and Clemence 

Golna 

In loving memory of 
Emma and Russell 

Grant 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT        DECEMBER 22, 2024 

  Our 2024 CSA total raised so far is $8,995 of our 
$15,970 goal. We would like to thank everyone 

who has already donated. We would like to give a 
little information on all the services and projects 
the CSA contributes to. In 2024 two hundred and 
fifty faithful from our Diocese were able to attend 

the National Eucharistic Revival this summer, 
funds are provided to children who cannot afford 

to pay for Camp Carlo, and parish leaders have 
the opportunity to continue their education at the 
PACE Conference. Other programs consist of the 
Walking with Moms program, tuition assistance, 

faculty & staff professional development and 
much more. For a complete list of ministries, pro-

grams and grants supported through the CSA, 
please visit the website, dwc.org/csa. I invite you 

all to join me as you have done in the past by sup-
porting the annual CATHOLIC SHARING AP-

PEAL today.  

It has been brought to our attention 
that the Sarris Candy Bars are a little 
hard to sell at $3 each so we are go-

ing to make them 2 for $5. From 
what we were told this was the first 
time that Sarris has raised their pric-
es in several years, they also worked 
with us to help us get the maximum 

donation amount. We appreciate 
everyone's patience and understand-

ing with the situation.  

       
       
 We would like to offer our deepest 

condolences to the family of Russ 
Schwertfeger who passed away on       

December 18, 2024 




