
The Gospel is from St. Luke 12:32-48 and in a few vivid and expressive similes, our Lord tells the disciples and through them, all his followers, how they

should conduct their lives on earth so that they would always be found in God's friendship when their call to judgment comes. In answer to a question

put to him by Peter, our Lord says that more will be expected of  those who have received greater gifts from God than of  those who received lesser gifts.

This teaching of  our Lord should make us all sit up and take serious notice. He has taken us into his household. He has made us his "little flock." We

are invited guests in his home, his Church, rather than mere servants. He warns us today that we must always be busy about our vocation, about the

reason why he invited us into his home. If  we grasped clearly what that call of  Christ means, what our Christian vocation is, we would hardly need

today's warning. We are Christians, we are members of  his Church, for our own eternal good. God, through Christ's Incarnation, has put us on the road

to heaven. He is ever helping us on the way. Could we be so blind to our own welfare that we

would risk losing the eternal life that God has in store for us, and for which He went to the extreme lengths of  love? In our saner moments we would give

an emphatic no to this question. Yet, we must look the real facts of  life in the face. There are many Christians who are destined for heaven but who, in

their folly, have left the only road which leads there, and are now traveling in the opposite direction.

Some of  us here present may be among these foolish ones. We may have let this world get such a grip on us that we have no time or thought for the world

that is to come. For such foolish people, and indeed for all of  us, today's warning is that our call to judgment will come on each one of  us like a thief  in

the night, at a moment when we least expect it. This need not be a sudden death. Of  every thousand who die after long illnesses in our hospitals, there

rarely is one who knows and admits he is about to die, so actually all deaths are sudden, that is, unexpected.

However, the unexpected death, which we are sure to get, need not worry the ordinary good Christian. It is the unprepared, the unprovided death which

must cause us anxiety. It need not, if, when it comes, it finds us living in God's grace, living the ordinary Christian life, doing our daily tasks but doing

them as part of  our duty to God. We have to take an interest in the affairs of  this world, but the interest must never exclude our eternal interest. Instead,

it can and must help us toward the one real interest that man has in this life, that is, to earn his eternal life.

Take a serious look at your way of  living today. Is your behavior in the home, in your place of  work, in your recreation, in your relations with God—

prayers and church attendance—and with your neighbor, it is such that you would change nothing in it, if  you were told by God that you were to die

tonight? If  it is, thank God for it and keep on going; you are on the right road. If  it is not, don't wait for God to tell you when or where you will die; he

will not tell you. Put things right today, and then you need not worry when your call to judgment comes. Death will be graduation day for the good

Christian—not examination day.

—Excerpted from The Sunday Readings Cycle C, Fr. Kevin O' Sullivan, O.F.M.
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St. John the Evangelist Parish

1300 Charles Street

Wellsburg, WV 26070

Email: office@stjohnwellsburgwv.com

Parish Office: (304) 737-0429

Pastoral Team:

Pastor................Very Rev. Justin Golna, J.C.L., J.V.

Secretary...............................................Trisha Vaders

Director of  Music/Organist..............Zac Gordon

Director of  Religious Education......Monica Biery

Parish Council Chair...........................John Alvarez

Finance Council Chair...........................Bill Garvey

Sacraments:

Baptism: For infants: Parents make

arrangements with the pastor/office. For

Adults: Baptism will be given at the Easter

Vigil after completing the OCIA program.

For details, please contact the parish office. 

Marriage: Please make arrangements with

the pastor. Six months minimum notice is

required for the celebration of  marriage.

Sacrament of  the Sick: Please contact the

office for arrangements.

Parish Office Hours:

Monday-Friday: 9-4pm

WELCOME T0 OUR CHURCH, WE’ RE GLAD YOU’ RE HERE!‌

CHURCH INFORMATION‌

Mass Schedule

Monday - 8:30 a.m.

Tuesday - 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 5:30 p.m.

Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Friday - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:00 am & 10:30 a.m.

(See the Weekly Schedule for changes to Mass times)

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Monday - 8-8:25 a.m.

Tuesday - 8-8:25 a.m.

Wednesday - 6-6:30 p.m.

Thursday - 8-8:25 a.m.

Friday - 6-6:30 p.m.

Saturday Vigil - 2:30-3:30 p.m. 

Sunday - 1-2 p.m.

Adoration

Wednesday : 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

For Sacramental Preparation or Religious Education for

children (CCD) or adults (OCIA), please contact the parish

office for times of classes. 

Protecting God's Children‌

St. John the Evangelist takes seriously this ‘VIRTUS’ pursuit of  excellence in our

community. With the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston, we are committed to

making every environment – a safe environment. All employees and volunteers are

required to complete VIRTUS Training. Participants of  this training complete short

video modules to learn how to best protect the vulnerable in our community. These

short sessions empower participants to accurately identify and correctly report all

instances of  suspected child abuse. To create or update your account, please go to

virtusonline.org‌.‌

Thank you for your continued support in making the environment at St. John the

Evangelist safe for everyone.‌

To report an incidence of  suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local

law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective

Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases

of  sexual abuse of  children by personnel of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston

to the Diocese, contact one of  the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or

304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Sr. Martha

Gomez, ext. 264. Or you may call Rev. Don Higgs, 304.685.2367, the Office of

Safe Environment at 304.230.1504, or Victims Assistance Coordinator Erin

McFarland at 304.559.6742. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for

additional information and reporting methods.‌ ‌

The confessional is available for use by new and nursing moms during Mass. Feel free to use that space

for your feeding needs.



Pastor’s Perusings
The Sacrament of  Holy Orders is the sacrament of  apostolic mission,

the sacred act by which Christ configures certain men to Himself  in a

unique and irrevocable way. Through this sacrament, the Lord

continues His priestly ministry in the Church, teaching, sanctifying,

and governing through human hands consecrated by divine power. It

is not a career, a title, or an achievement. It is a vocation, a mystery,

and a cruciform gift of  self.

Christ is the one true priest. All others who share in His priesthood

do so by participation. In Baptism, all the faithful are made a priestly

people, called to offer spiritual sacrifices. But among them, certain

men are called by God and confirmed by the Church to serve in

persona Christi Capitis, in the person of  Christ the Head. Through

the laying on of  hands and the consecratory prayer, the ordained man

becomes a visible sign of  Christ’s presence and a living instrument of

His grace.

Holy Orders is conferred in three degrees: the episcopate, the

presbyterate, and the diaconate. Bishops receive the fullness of  the

sacrament, succeeding the Apostles in teaching, sanctifying, and

governing the Church. Priests, in union with their bishops, share in

the ministry of  word and sacrament, particularly through the

celebration of  the Eucharist and the forgiveness of  sins. Deacons,

conformed to Christ the Servant, assist at the altar and minister to the

poor. Each degree is distinct, yet all are ordered toward the salvation

of  souls.

The heart of  the priesthood is sacrifice. At the altar, the priest offers

not his own words, but the words of  Christ. He does not consecrate

by his power, but by the power given to him. And yet, his life must

become an offering. He stands each day before God and His people

as a mediator, a spiritual father, and a witness to the eternal. His

hands, anointed with chrism, are marked for the sacred. His soul

bears an indelible character, conforming him forever to the High

Priest who gave Himself  for the life of  the world.

This sacrament is not given for the sake of  the man alone, but for the

good of  the whole Church. The priest is ordained to serve, not to be

served. He is sent to preach the Gospel, to shepherd the flock, and to

celebrate the mysteries of  salvation. He must be close to Christ in

prayer, close to his bishop in unity, and close to his people in charity.

His life is not his own. It belongs to the Church, and through her, to

Christ.

Celibacy, embraced freely by priests in the Latin Church, is a

profound expression of  this total self-gift. It is not a rejection of

love, but its radical embrace. It signifies the priest’s exclusive

belonging to Christ and His Church. It frees his heart for pastoral

charity, allowing him to be present to all without division. It points to

the heavenly marriage of  Christ and the Church and to the kingdom

where all will live in the fullness of  divine love. 

The priest is also a spiritual father. He baptizes, nourishes, absolves,

counsels, and blesses. He is called to reflect the mercy of  the Father,

the humility of  the Son, and the zeal of  the Spirit. He rejoices with

those who rejoice, weeps with those 

who weep, and offers his life as a bridge between God and man.

The world may not understand his vocation, but the Church knows

the treasure he bears. She prays for him, supports him, and calls him

to holiness.

The bishop, as successor of  the Apostles, bears the fullness of  the

priesthood. He is the visible source of  unity in his diocese, the

guardian of  doctrine, and the chief  shepherd of  souls. In his

person, the apostolic mission of  the Church continues. His task is

immense, and his responsibility weighty. He ordains priests and

deacons, confirms the faithful, and governs the Church entrusted to

him. He must be a man of  prayer, a defender of  truth, and a father

to his clergy.

The deacon, ordained not to the priesthood but to service, is a

minister of  charity and the Word. He proclaims the Gospel, assists

at the altar, and serves the poor. In his life, the Church sees the

diakonia of  Christ, who came not to be served but to serve. The

deacon stands at the threshold of  the liturgy and the world, bringing

the needs of  the people to the altar and the grace of  the altar to the

people.

Holy Orders, once conferred, cannot be undone. The character it

imprints is eternal. Even if  a priest is dispensed from the exercise of

ministry, his soul remains marked. He will always be a priest. This

permanence is not a limitation, but a sign that the call of  God is

irrevocable. It calls the ordained to live with integrity, humility, and

fidelity, aware that their witness shapes the faith of  many.

The call to Holy Orders is discerned carefully. It is not a matter of

personal ambition, but of  divine initiative. The Church examines,

tests, and forms candidates through years of  spiritual, intellectual,

and pastoral preparation. This process ensures that those who are

ordained are not only willing, but also worthy. It safeguards the

sacred and upholds the dignity of  the priesthood.

Let us not forget the immense gift that Holy Orders is to the

Church. Without it, there would be no Eucharist, no absolution, no

anointing of  the sick. The hands that bless, consecrate, and absolve

are human hands, yet they are consecrated for divine work. Every

vocation is holy, but the priesthood carries a unique responsibility

and grace. It is a sacrament of  presence, sacrifice, and pastoral love.

Let us pray daily for priests, bishops, and deacons. Let us encourage

vocations and support our seminarians. Let us live in gratitude for

those who have given their lives to serve Christ and His Church.

And let us ask the Lord of  the harvest to send more laborers into

His field.

The Sacrament of  Holy Orders is the continuation of  Christ’s own

ministry. Through it, Here mains with us, speaking His word,

offering His sacrifice, and shepherding His people until the end of

time.

-Father Golna



Attendance & Collections‌

Saturday 4:00 52‌

Sunday 8:00 33‌

Sunday 10:30 47‌

Total Attendance‌ 132

Regular Collection‌ $3168‌

Weekly Needs $5,000

Votive Candles‌ $50‌

Building and‌

‌Maintenance‌
$978‌

Elevator Annex Loan

Balance‌
$64,864.78‌

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE‌

Those who are sick: ‌Dr. Scott Benefield and Family, Gary Antigo, Mary Antigo, Joe Bibbo and the Summers Family,

Mary Rose, Christine Rose, Matthew Dillard, Lloyd VanHorn, and James Baker.,Marissa Bandibas Jewer and Mary

Fluharty.‌

Those who have died:‌ Especially Hank Durante, Fr. Harry Dunn and Cheryl Bland. May the souls of all the faithful

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.‌                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

All Veterans, and Military Personnel‌

Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life‌

All seminarians: ‌Especially Joe Derico and Dominic Re‌

The Priests of  the Diocese of  Wheeling-Charleston: ‌Especially Fr. Justin Golna‌

Former priests and religious of  and from our parish‌

Those who are homebound, in assisted living or nursing homes.‌

All married couples struggling with infertility.‌

To add or

remove names

to the prayer

list, please call

or email the

parish office!‌

Saturday, August 9 4:00 P.M. For the repose of the Soul of Donald Mitchell †

Sunday, August 10 8:00 A.M. Pro Populo

Sunday, August 10 10:30 A.M. For the repose of the Soul of Dorothy Sacripanti †

Monday, August 11 8:30 A.M. Intention of the Priest

Tuesday, August 12 8:30 A.M. For the repose of the Soul of Kristian White †

Wednesday, August 13 5:30 P.M. Intention of the Priest

Thursday, August 14 8:30 A.M. Intention of the Priest

Friday, August 15 12:00 P.M. Pro Populo

Friday, August 15 6:00 P.M. The Cruz Family

Saturday, August 16 4:00 P.M. For the repose of the Soul of Mario Ficca †

Sunday, August 17 8:00 A.M. Pro Populo

Sunday, August 17 10:30 A.M. For the repose of the Soul of Janeen Markos †

The sanctuary  lamp is

burning in  memory of

Joe  Diser io  

 Aug.  15-Aug 29

Contac t  the  parish

of f i ce  to  sponsor  the

sanctuary  lamp for  a

two week per iod! ‌ ‌

We are 28% ($5,100) past the halfway point.‌
Goal $18,200 Raised $14,200 78% 29 gifts‌

Thank you to EVERYONE who has given to the 2025 Catholic Sharing Appeal. Since
we have reached 50% of our $18,200 goal, EVERY PENNY donated is returned to our
parish free from Cathedraticum and PHRA assessment.‌ ‌
Donations for the Catholic Sharing Appeal can be made through the parish for those
who don’t like to give online.‌ ‌
Please write CSA in large letters on the envelope or the memo line of the check!‌

https://csa.dwcministries.org/donate/‌

Please write separate checks for each collection. Collections are split between various accounts and it is not possible to split one check into

more than one account. Thank you!

Prayer List
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GOLNA HAPPEN

Mass Intentions can now be

booked through the rest of the year!

Please call the office or put one of

the pink envelopes in the collection.

Tuesday, August 12 - 

Coffee and Catechesis 9am

Wednesday, August 13-

Adoration and Benediction

9am-5pm 

Friday, August 15 -

Assumption of Mary 

Mass at 12 noon and 6pm 

(Holy Day of Obligation)

(Office Closed)

Max Ferry 8/11

Margaret White 8/12

Pete Barsi 8/13

Josie Newton 8/13

Natalie Staffileno 8/13

Angela Cipriani 8/14

Ted Bolen 8/16

Katie Castelucci 8/16

Mark Sperlazza 8/16

Joanne Dremak 8/17

The Food PantryThe Food PantryThe Food Pantry is in need is in need is in need
of plastic bags.of plastic bags.of plastic bags.

   Please bring your extraPlease bring your extraPlease bring your extra
ones to the church. Thankones to the church. Thankones to the church. Thank

You, God Bless!You, God Bless!You, God Bless!



        On this joyful day when the

Church celebrates the Assumption of  

  Our Lady in body and soul to heaven, the Gospel

 for this solemnity narrates the scene of  Mary’s 

visitation to her cousin Elizabeth. Our Lady right away 

realizes that Elizabeth, because of  her advanced age, will need

 help in the final stage of  her pregnancy. So without worrying about

 the possible inconveniences of  the trip, Mary “arose and went with

haste into the hill country” (v. 39). Luke doesn’t tell us whether Joseph

accompanied our Lady, but it is quite possible that he did so, since they

were betrothed and the stay would last several months.

Mary’s readiness to serve her cousin reflects the joy of  her diligent and

humble love. The maiden from Nazareth has just accepted her exalted

vocation as the Mother of  God. But this ineffable gift doesn’t turn her

attention on herself. Rather we see Mary’s heart overflowing with a spirit

of  service and loving concern for others.

Saint Josemaria liked to meditate on this scene and learn from Mary’s

naturalness. “Blessed are you for believing, said Elizabeth to our Mother.

Union with God, supernatural virtue, always brings with it the attractive

practice of  human virtues. Mary brought joy to her cousin’s home,

because she ‘brought’ Christ.” On another occasion he advised: “Turn

your eyes towards our Lady and see how she practices the virtue of

loyalty. When Elizabeth needs her, the Gospel says that she went cum

festinatione – joyfully making haste. Learn from her!”.

When Mary reaches her destination, amid the joy of  the two mothers,

the Baptist leaps with joy in Elizabeth’s womb, thus beginning his own

mission as the Precursor who announces the Messiah’s arrival. Elizabeth

in her humility is overjoyed at the visit of  “the mother of  my Lord” (v.

43). It is the Holy Spirit, who dwells in both Elizabeth and the Baptist

(cf. Lk 1:15.41), who enables them to sense the divine presence, even

though hidden and humble. And it will be the Paraclete who will teach

us to recognize our Lord when He comes to us, in the Sacraments and

in the needs of  others.

Just as the scene of  the Visitation shows us Mary’s diligence and

eagerness to serve others, to bring her Son to them, so now she

continues showing towards us the concern that she showed Elizabeth.

As Pope Francis said: “The feast of  the Assumption of  Mary is a call to

each of  us, especially those who are afflicted by doubt and sadness, and

live with their gaze turned down, unable to raise their eyes. Let us look

up. Heaven is open. It doesn’t cause fear, nor is it distant, since on the

threshold of  Heaven a mother, our mother, is awaiting us. She loves us,

she smiles at us and thoughtfully assists us.”

“Like every mother she wants the best for her children and she says to

us: ‘You are precious in God’s eyes; you were not made for the small

satisfactions of  the world, but rather for the great joy of  heaven.’ Yes,

because God is joy, not boredom. God is joy. Let us allow our Lady to

take us by the hand.”  -Pablo M. Edo

Pray for Us

THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY‌



Saturday,

August 16

4:00 p.m.

Sunday,

August 17,

8:00 a.m.

Sunday,

August 17,

10:30a.m.

Greeters
Pam &

Jeanette

Linda

Stuckey

Mary Beth

Harvey

Servers
Avery &

Liam

Theresa

Kowcheck

Will &

Stothard

Reader
AJ

Mitchell

Judith

Aracich

Pam

Ferguson

Liturgical Ministries Schedule Daily Readings and Feasts

The readings for this weekend

can be found on page 987 of

the green hymnal in your pew

August 9, (Saturday) (Optional Memorial of  Saint Teresa

Benedicta of  the Cross, Virgin and Martyr) Deuteronomy 6:4-

13; Psalm 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 47, 51; Matthew 17:14-20 

August 10, (Sunday)Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time,

Wisdom 18:6-9; Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20, 22; Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-

19 (or 11:1-2, 8-12); Luke 12:32-48 (or 12:35-40) 

August 11, 2025(Monday) St. Clare, Virgin; Deuteronomy 10:

12‑22;147: 12‑13, 14‑15, 19‑20; Matthew 17: 22‑27 

August 12, 2025 (Tuesday) (Optional Memorial: St. Jane

Frances de Chantal) Deuteronomy 31: 1‑8; Deuteronomy 32:

3‑4ab, 7, 8‑9, 12; Matthew 18: 1‑5, 10, 12‑14 

August 13, 2025(Wednesday) (Optional Memorial: Ss.

Pontian (Pope) & Hippolytus (Priest), Martyrs) Deuteronomy

34: 1‑12; Psalm 66: 1‑3a, 5, 8, 16‑17; Matthew 18: 15‑20 

August 14, 2025(Thursday)(Memorial: St. Maximilian Mary

Kolbe, Priest & Martyr) Joshua 3: 7‑10a, 11, 13‑17; Psalm 114:

1‑2, 3‑4, 5‑6; Matthew 18: 21–19: 1 

August 15(Friday)Solemnity of  the Assumption of  the

Blessed Virgin Mary (Holy Day of  Obligation)1 Chronicles

15: 3‑4, 15‑16; 16: 1‑2;Psalm132: 6‑7, 9‑10, 13‑14;1 Corinthians

15: 54b‑57;Luke 11: 27‑28 Or Revelation 11: 19a; 12: 1‑6a, 10ab

Psalm 45: 10‑11, 12, 16;1 Corinthians 15: 20‑27; Luke 1: 39‑56 

August 16, 2025(Saturday) (St. Stephen of  Hungary)Joshua

24: 14‑29;Psalm 16: 1‑2a, 5, 7‑8, 11;Matthew 19: 13‑15 

August 17, 2025 (Sunday)20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jeremiah 38: 4‑6, 8‑10;Psalm 40: 2‑4, 18 (v. 14b)Hebrews 12:

1‑4;Luke 12: 49‑53



M u l l e n b a c h  F u n e r a l  H o m e
Celebrating Life...

Joseph M. Mullenbach

Licensee in Charge

Kayla A. Schoonmaker

Funeral Director

Cody R. Rice

Funeral Director

P.O. Box 272

669 Main Street

Follansbee, WV 26037

(304) 527-4090

Fax (304) 527-3793

mullenbachfh@comcast.netwww.mullenbachfh.com

$1400 per year

$20 per 

month

$15 per

week

$50 per

month

$500 per

year

$750

per

year

$975

per

year

Please consider advertising and

directly supporting the parish!

All advertising dollars are used

to offset the printing costs of

this beautiful bulletin. 


