Saint John the Evangelist Parish

1300 CHARLES STREET * WELLSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 26070
Email: stjohn1300@comcast.net Parish Office: 304-737-0429

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL 7, 2024

PASTORAL TEAM
Pastor............coooviiiiiiiiiiil, Rev. Justin Golna, J.C.L.
Office Manager..........c.cc.oooviiiiiinn Steph Russell
Dir. Of Music/ Organist......................... Zac Gordon
Dir. of Religious Education................... Monica Biery
Maintenance......................... Liam Flickinger
Housekeeper......................... Chasity McConaughey
Parish Council....................ooooiiiiinnian, John Alvarez
Finance Council........................... Bill Garvey

SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM: For Infants: Parents make arrangements
with the pastor/office. For Adults: Baptism will be
given on Easter Vigil after completing the RCIA
program. For details, please contact Parish Office.
MARRIAGE: Please make arrangements with the
pastor. Six months minimum notice is required for the
celebration of marriage.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: Please contact the
Parish office for arrangements.

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Mon, Tuesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday and Friday: 5:30 p.m.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Saturday: 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday: 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8:00 - 8:25 a.m.
Wednesday and Friday: 6:00 - 6:30 p.m.

ADORATION
Wednesday: 9 a.m.—5 p.m.

MISSION STATEMENT
We the family of St. John the Evangelist Parish
commit ourselves to the call of Baptism:
To Listen, To Learn, To Live and To Share
the Word of God through our lives.
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Pastor’s Perusings—Rays of Divine Mercy

Happy Easter! He is Risen! Alleluia! Easter is a time to marvel at and enter into the victory of Christ.
Jesus stooped down that he might raise us up to share in new and abundant life — life beyond our im-
agination — the very life of God. This new life is made possible by the extraordinary gift of Divine
Mercy. We see God’s mercy flowing on the first two Sundays of Easter. On Easter Sunday night, Jesus
encounters the majority of the Apostles for the first time since Holy Thursday. His last encounter with
them in the Garden of Gethsemane concluded with them abandoning our precious Lord at the arrival
of the Temple guards. At Jesus’ darkest hour, the Apostles fled in fear, leaving him all alone.

On Easter Sunday night, our risen Lord, aware of their great sorrow, sets their weakness and sin
aside as he reconnects with them in the Upper Room. Twice he offers his peace, the rich fruit of his for-
giveness. A week later, the Good Shepherd goes in search of Thomas, who was absent on that first
night, to bring him back into the fold. He does so by inviting Thomas to place his hand into the wounds
in his side, a most profound symbol of Divine Mercy, from which flowed blood and water.

It is clear that the proclamation of Divine Mercy is equally critical to the Easter season as it is to the
Lenten season. In fact, on the night of the resurrection, Jesus institutes the sacrament of penance and
reconciliation: “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you
retain are retained.” The unique participation of the Apostles in the priestly mission of Christ includes
the God-given ability to offer God’s forgiveness to individuals who approach the Lord with genuine
sorrow and a measure of a desire to turn away from their sins.

From the first day of the resurrection, Jesus gives clear direction to the church. At the very heart of
the church’s mission is the ministry of reconciliation. After extending his merciful peace to the Apos-
tles, his first words are: “As the Father sent me, so I send you.” Then, he breaths the Holy Spirit on
them and grants this capacity to extend his forgiveness to the sorrowful. Mercy is God’s greatest gift; it
opens the door to the fullness of life —union with God, healing, peace, joy and meaningful purpose.
Pope John Paul II went so far as to declare this Sunday “Divine Mercy Sunday.” He was quite inspired
by the holiness of St. Faustina Kowalska and the unique mission given to her by our Lord himself, who
mystically appeared to this Sister of our Lady of Mercy in 14 revelations. Therein, he asked her to pro-
claim to all the world the beauty and depth of God’s mercy and spread devotion to a celebration of Di-
vine Mercy.

The Diary of St. Faustina contains these beautiful revelations. They highlight, in wonderfully warm
language, God’s burning desire to reconcile the whole world to him and to heal every human being
from the wounds of sin. She reminds the world that God’s love is so much more powerful than the
worst of our sins.

On one occasion, the Lord spoke these words to St. Faustina: “My daughter, tell the whole world
about My inconceivable mercy. I desire the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and es-
pecially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole
ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the Fount of My mercy... Let no soul fear to draw near
to Me, even though its sin be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, will
be able to fathom it throughout all eternity.”

This Divine Mercy Sunday, our Confirmandi will be having their retreat in preparation to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation on May 11th. Please pray for our confirmandi that they may open themselves
to the transformative power of God’s Divine Mercy. - Fr. Golna
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USHERS PLEASE COUNT

March 31 2024 Collection Attendance Amount

Weekly Envelopes 221 $4647
Votive Candles $ 42
Building & Maintenance $56
Easter Flowers $85
Holy Thursday 56 $602
Good Friday 48 $444
Church in Developing World $2
Church Missions in US $2
Retirement for Religious $22
Budget $2,900.00
Active Parishioners 259

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
In today’s gospel Jesus teaches, “Blessed are those who
have not seen and believe.” Accepting someone as they
are, without demanding they prove themselves or
meet our expectations, creates a rich relationship.
Without acceptance a home is only a house and a fami-
ly is just a group of house mates.

THE READINGS for this weekend are in the Hymnal
at 903.

COFFEE KLATCH will be held Tuesday, April 9th at
10 a.m. in the parish hall.

SOUP & SANDWICH SALE will be Wednesday,
April 10th at 11 a.m. until sold out in the parish hall. If
you are able to provide donations or assist please call
Susie Mullenbach 304-281-1239.

SECOND COLLECTION: Next Sunday, April 14th
will be Building & Maintenance.

SUNDAY, APRIL 14th: We will be sorting through
pictures for our 100th Year Celebration in the parish
hall. We invite everyone to come and take part in our
Historical Display. Refreshments will be served, we
hope to see you all there!

The FOOD PANTRY will be open on Wednesdays
from Noon to 3:00pm to assist Brooke County resi-
dents. A valid ID & proof of address required. If you
would like to donate any non perishable items please
leave them in the red bin located in the vestibule.
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Sat:  Nicole Miller

Sun: e i in the celebration of
Mon: Loretta Suitlas, John Rad- You're invited to join in the celebration o
vanksky the first Mass of Rev. John David Soplinski
Tue: St. John the Evangelist Church

Wed: Patty Royal 1300 Charles St. Wellsburg, WV 26070
Thur: 9 AM on Saturday, June Ist 2024

Fri: Daniell Diserio Treats and coffee to follow in the parish hall.

Sat: Cassidy Bland, Meile Morris,

Dena Scott He reached down from on high and seized me; drew me

Sun: out of the deep waters. He rescued me from my mighty
. enemy, from foes too poweful for me. They attacked
”\ » ‘{ IND SU NDAY OFE ASTER me on my day of distress, but the Lord was my
g " 4 VVYTVV‘ ‘ (SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY) support. he set me free in the open;

“Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your He rescued me because He loves me.
hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, .
but believe.” - Jn 20: 27 Psalm 18:17-20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. OLPi

THE SANCTUARY
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is burning in memory of
John Broztek Sr. &

John Broztek Jr.
(Kay Broztek) from March
29th to April 11th.
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LENCES go to the family of
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on April 01,2024. May he rest
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THANK YOU to everyone who called, prayed and
showed up to help prepare our beautiful church this
week. Our preparations paid off and everything stayed
dry! Thanks again!

We would like to THANK everyone for your quick ac-
tion with the Sarris Candy Bars. We have no unopened
boxes left but we do have individual bars left. Please call
the office if you would like some!

If you happened to miss the photo appointments for the
COMMEMORATIVE CENTENIAL PHOTO DIREC-
TORY you can still be included by submitting a photo
of your choice with payment of $15 to the office.

MASS REQUESTS AND SANCTUARY CANDLE
DATES are now being accepted for the entire year of
2024. Some dates are very popular so we ask that if you
have a specific date in mind, please call the office as
soon as possible so we can try to accommodate.

We are currently in search of door prizes, basket dona-
tions, and pictures from all of our combined parishes for
our ALL SCHOOL REUNION historical display on
June 30th. If you have any copies you would like to lend
the parish please call the office or email them to
office@stwellsburgwv.com Our next meeting to sort
these photos will be Sunday, April 14th at 1 p.m. in the
parish hall . We will also be having the next meeting for
the CELEBRATION during that time.

We are looking to fill the 2 p.m. Adorer spot for our
WEEKLY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION on Wednes-
days, if anyone is available please call the office, sign up
or let Julie Elkinton know.

If you or anyone you know is interested in joining the
Catholic Church please call the office for more infor-
mation on our RCIA program! Classes are offered at
your convenience and we are currently welcoming any
person who may be inquiring about the Catholic Faith.

The Diocese of Wheeling Charleston is looking for a
HUMAN RESOURCES GENERALIST who will work
as part of the HR team with a focus on supporting the
Catholic Schools throughout the Diocese. The generalist
will also serve to drive the onboarding process within
the Diocese. Qualified candidates should forward a cov-
er letter and current resume to: Debbie Turziano, Direc-
tor of Human Resources at dturziano@dwec.org.

Upconing Evenfs
E=——

APRIL PARISH EVENTS LOCATED IN THE CHURCH
AND PARISH HALL :

Saturday, April 6th: Streisselberger/ Brewer Wedding
Sunday, April 7th: Confirmation Retreat
Tuesday, April 9th: Coffee Klatch 10 a.m.
Wednesday, April 10th: Soup & Sandwich 11 a.m.
Sunday, April 14th: Celebration Meeting
And Picture Sorting 1 p.m.
Friday, April 19th: Sister of Saint Elisabeth Convent
before and after Mass
Wednesday, April 24th: Men’s Group 7 p.m.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Saturday, May 11th: Confirmation 11 a.m.
Sunday, June 30th: 100th Year
Celebration 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, December 14th: 100th Year Dedication Mass/
Holiday Luncheon
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What’s going on in Paradise?
Plante
attend:

Holy Mass and
LouDtence Ceremony

NJHS PROJECT - BMS
BROOKE CO. ANIMAL SHELTER

DONATIONS - ¢
Accepting donations of food items, toys, towels, blankets etc. ) OUDFENC o
THANK YOU! An international organization

that started out of compassion to
support faithful Christians who
had been abused, as well as the
faithful who care and pray for
healing, hope, and change.
LOUDfence is a way to bring a
hushed and taboo topic into a
healthy conversation and act of
solidarity as a step forward.

o A
Gabby Mazeika, Braya Mazeika & Bryn Adler

Any items can be brought to the church
and placed in the basket in the vesti-
bule.

On Friday, April 19th after Mass The
SISTERS OF ST. ELISABETH CON-
VENT will be here selling religious arti-
cles to help support the work they do in
psychiatric hospitals, orphanages, and
with the homeless.

IF YOU OR ANYONE YOU
KNOW WOULD BE INTEREST-
ED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR
BULLETIN PLEASE CALL THE
OFFICE 304-737-0429 OR EMAIL
OF-
FICE@STJOHNWELLSBURGWYV
.COM FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION

" Reasner f/\’;memf %onw
 T—,
) izemncr () / ’71 ?(‘H‘ogl H‘y,( o
304-737-3251
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SAVE THE DATE:

May 7, 20624

- OneM'\ss\onOneDa\/.org

Support West Virg|
#OneM'\ss'\onOneDa\/

The Brooke County Salvation Army
Feeding Program offers FREE
TAKEOUT LUNCHES on Thurs-
day’s from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.

The MEMORIAL MASS for Babies
Who Died Before Birth whether by
miscarriage, abortion,  ectopic
(tubal) pregnancy (no distinction
will be made) & whether occurring
recently or years ago. The Mass will
be celebrated on Friday, May 17,
2024 at 7:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart of
Mary Catholic Church, 200 Preston
Avenue, Weirton, WV. Confession
will be available at 5:30 p.m. So that
we may best honor your child
please call 304-723-0478 or 304-748-
0688 to RSVP (all family members
and friends are welcome).

10:30 am, April 7, 2024
Gathedral of St.
Joseph, Wheeling

Gelebrants Bishop Mark Brennan of the
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston &
Bishop Paul Mason of England

On May 21st Ohio Valley Business
Alliance Corporation will be hosting
the PITCH CONTEST at Brooke
High School starting at 6 p.m.

ST. ANTHONY ALL-SCHOOL
REUNION will be on Saturday,
June 22, 2024 in Follansbee, WV. A
Mass of Thanksgiving will be cele-
brated at 4:00 p.m. in St. Anthony's
Church followed by a banquet at
6:00 p.m. at St. Francis, Hooverson
Heights.

rginia Catholic Schools!

We’re more than a Convenience store
'5 Deli & Catering
304-737-0065

o Deli

¢ Broaster Chicken

o Catering ¥

o Delivery

. Sy

Lent Specials B

ML ook Torecnle e
Clhing D

Joseph M. Mullenbach

Licensee in Charge

Kayla A. Schoonmaker Cody R. Rice
Funeral Director Funeral Director
P.O. Box 272 (304)527-4040
669 Main Street Fax (304) 527-3793

Follansbee, WV 26037 mullenbachfh@comcast.net
www.mullenbachfh.com
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April is CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH
and the DWC has sent some resources if anyone

would like a copy please call the office. Below is a
PRAYER FOR HEALING: FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE.

God of endless love,
ever caring, ever strong
always present, always just;
You gave your only Son
to save us by his Blood on the Cross.

Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace,
join to your own suffering
the pain of all who have been hurt
in body, mind, and spirit
by those who betrayed the trust placed in them.

Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters
who have been gravely harmed,
and the cries of those who love them.
Soothe their restless hearts with hope,
steady their shaken spirits with faith.
Grant them justice for their cause,
enlightened by your truth.

Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,
heal your people’s wounds
and transform brokenness into wholeness.
Grant us the courage and wisdom,
humility and grace, to act with justice.
Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors.
Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace in justice.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Invite One Back Initiatiye

It's a familiar story: the family you used to see at Mass every
week slowly stopped showing up when “life got busy.” Or maybe
there’s an elderly parishioner you haven't seen since the COVID-
19 pandemic a few years ago. Noticeable or not, we all have
holes in our pews. A 2014 PEW study found that 13% of all U.S.
adults are former Catholics—and that was ten years ago! That
means for every convert to the faith, there are at least 6.5 fallen-
away Catholics. COVID-19 amplified this problem. A 2022
CARA study showed a 7% decline in Sunday Mass attendance
compared with pre-COVID data. This significant portion of
Catholics lost connection with their local parish during the shut-
downs, and just never came back.

IT'S TIME TO BRING THEM HOME! In this Year of Parish
Revival, the USCCB National Eucharistic Revival recently
launched a initiative called Invite One Back." It is a renewed
effort to personally reach out to parishioners that we haven't
seen in a while for whatever reason and to invite them back to
Sunday Mass. The goal of this initiative is to fill the pews again.
To do that, we all need to invite back everyone who has left in a
way that makes sure they feel seen and desired as an individual
member of our parish family. Whom are you called to invite
home? Over the next few weeks, we will be exploring different
options to further this initiative within the Cathedral parish. We
need your help! As the beautiful events of Holy Week and Easter
approach, we are asking you to reach out to someone you know
and invite them back to Mass this Easter! How wonderful would
it be during the Easter Season to witness people renewing their

Why do Catholics go to Confessions? Disobeying God dam-
ages our friendship with him, so we need his forgiveness to
heal it. That is why Jesus initiated the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion (also called “Confession”). “Whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19). This brings us back to
God. In Confessions, we admit what we did, say that we are
sorry, and resolve never to do it again. Penance helps us
make up for it. When the priest conveys Christ’s forgiveness
to us, our friendship is restored.

Why is Mass Offered for Specific People?

The greatest prayer that we have as Christians is the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. At each Mass, Christ’s Sacrifice on Cal-
vary is re-presented and renewed. In the Mass, the graces
achieved on the Cross are applied to souls for their salvation.
This is why we have Masses offered for particular intentions.
To have a Mass offered for a loved one, living or deceased,
please contact Steph. Having intentions for a Mass is a sacri-
fice of $10.00 during the week and $20.00 on the weekend.
Call the church office during regular hours if you have any
questions.

Sanctuary Candle Intentions

The red Sanctuary Lamp by the Tabernacle burns to remind
us of the Eucharistic presence of Jesus Christ. It is a mark of
honor to remind the faithful of the Real Presence of Christ,
and is a profession of their love and affection for our Lord. If
you wish to have the Sanctuary Lamp burning in memory of a
loved one, to honor a special occasion, or a special intention
make arrangements with Steph. The cost of the candle is
$20.00. It will burn for (2) weeks. The memorial will also be
published in the Bulletin.

Mass Etiquette

Remember to silence, turn off, and put away your cell
phones, tablets, and gaming devices prior to the start of
Mass.

Communion Fast

Keep in mind the Communion fast—we are to fast from food
and drink (water and medicine excluded) one hour before
receiving Holy Communion. This includes chewing gum.
Let us prepare our body and soul to worthily receive our
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.

Is the Lord calling you? Call Rev. Brian Crenwelge at the
VOCATIONS OFFICE, Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
at 304-233-0880, ext. 298

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law en-
forcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800
-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the
Bishop’s designees at 304-233-0880 or 888-434-6237: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr.
Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Father Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Envi-
ronment at 304-230-1504. Visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for more infor-
mation.
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CatholicMatch.com/WV Robert Morris (L.1.C.) , Owner and Director




